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4 The earth, the world of manes and heaven. 
5 Which lies at the north. 
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Therefore, desiring the world of the Self monks renounce their homes, i.e. 
should renounce. Thus it is an injunction, and harmonises with the eulogy 8 
(that follows). The sentence, which is provided with a eulogy (immediately 
after), cannot itself have the force of glorifying the world of the Self, for the 10 
verb ‘renounce’ has for its eulogy the succeeding passage, ‘This is (the 
reason),’ etc. If the previous sentence were a eulogy, it would not require 12 
another eulogy; but the verb ‘renounce’ (as interpreted above) does require 
the eulogy, ‘This is (the reason),’ etc. 14 
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If we thus construe the passage, the verb ‘renounce’ cannot have the force of 6 
glorifying the world of the Self. We have explained this on the ground that the 
verb is connected by the #ruti with the same subject as that of ‘knowing’. 8 
Moreover, the verb ‘renounce’ is here used along with ‘the study of the Vedas,’ 
etc. As the study of the Vedas and other such acts, which have been enjoined as 10 
means to the realization of the Self, are to be taken literally, and not as eulogies, so 
also the renunciation of home, which has been mentioned along with them as a 12 
means to the attainment of the world of the Self, cannot be a eulogy.  
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Besides, a distinction in the results has been made by the Shruti. The words, 20 
‘Knowing6 It – this world of the Self – alone’ (this text), divide the Self as a result 
distinct from the other results, the external worlds, as a similar division has been 22 
made in the passage, “This world is to be won through the son alone, and by no 
other rite; the world of the manes through rites’ (I.vi.16, adapted). Nor is the verb 24 
‘renounce’ eulogistic of the world of the Self, as if this were something already 
known. Besides, like a principal sacrifice, it itself requires a eulogy. Further, were 26 
it a eulogy it would occur in the text only once7. Therefore it is purely a mistake to 
consider it as a tribute to the world of the Self. 28 

                                                 
6 The renunciation in question follows this indirect knowledge so as to mature it into actual realization. 
7 As a matter of fact, there are several verbs in the passage that repeat the idea. 
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Nor can renunciation as an act to be performed be regarded as a eulogy. If, 
in spite of its being such an act, it is considered to be a eulogy, then rites 10 
such as the new and full-moon sacrifices, which are to be performed, would 
also become eulogies. Nor is renunciation clearly known to have been 12 
enjoined elsewhere outside the present topic, in which case it might be 
construed here as being eulogistic. If, however, renunciation is supposed to 14 
be enjoined anywhere, it should primarily be here; it is not possible 
anywhere else. If, again, renunciation is conceded to be enjoined on those 16 
who are not qualified for any rite, in that case acts such as the climbing of 
trees may also be considered as equally appropriate injunctions, for both are 18 
alike unknown as obligatory under the circumstances. Therefore there is not 
the least chance of the passage in question being a eulogy. 20 
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It may be asked: If this world of the Self alone is desired, why do they not 26 
undertake work as a means to its attainment? What is the good of 
renunciation? The answer is: Because this world of the Self has no 28 
connection with work. That Self, desiring which they should renounce their 
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homes, is not connected, either as a means or as an end, with any of the four 
kinds of work, viz those that are produced, etc. (p. 312).  2 
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One who has eyes does not surely fall into a well or on thorns while going 
along the way. Besides, the entire results of work are included in those of 26 
knowledge. And no wise man takes pains for a thing that can be had without 
any effort. 28 
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‘If one gets honey near at hand, why go to a mountain for it? If the desired 6 

object is already attained, what sensible man would strive for it?’ The Git�  
too says, ‘All work, O Arjuna, together with its factors is finished with the 8 
attainment of knowledge’ (IV.33). Here8 also it has been stated that all other 
beings live on particles of this very Supreme Bliss that is accessible to the 10 
knower of Brahman. Hence the latter cannot undertake work. 
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8 In IV. Iii.32. 
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List of abbreviations:  
Ch. Ch� ndogya Upani� ad   Is. 	�� v� sya Upani� ad 2 
Ka. Ka�h�  Upani� ad    Mu. Mu�� aka Upani� ad 
Mbh. Mah� bh� rata    # #atapatha Br�
�����4 
F�1� F�1�����4
����!�V����    G Bhagavad-GSt�  

English translation from the book ‘The B�had� ra� yaka Upani� ad’ by Swami Madhavananda, Advaita Ashrama, 6 
Calcutta.  

 8 

Scene from the first Congress of Indian philosophers convened by Janaka 

Janaka and Y� j
 avalkya, showing also Maitreyi, G� rg�, Saulbha and Ashtavakra.�10 

Artist--Shri S. Dhanapal, Madras., Artist Supervisor--Shri K.C.S. Paniker, Madras. 
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