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Bhaja Govindam – Verse 31 

In verse 31 the teacher gives us his final blessing.   

guécr[aMbuj inÉRr Ékt> s<saradicraÑv mu´>,  

seiNÔymans inymadev< Ôúyis inj ùdySw< devm!. 31.  

gurucaraëämbuja nirbhara bhaktaù saàsärädacirädbhava muktaù, 
sendriyamänasa niyamädevaà drakñyasi nija hådayasthaà devam.  

O devotee of the lotus feet of the teacher!  May you become liberated soon 
from the saàsära through the discipline of the sense organs and the mind.  
You will come to experience the Lord that dwells in your own heart. 

Bhaktaù means a devotee.  Nirbhara is completely.  Nirbhara bhaktaù is one 
who is completely devoted.  Devoted to what?    Gurucaraëämbuja.  Ambuja 
means lotus.  Caraëa ambuja is the lotus feet.  Gurucaraëämbuja is the lotus feet of 
the teacher.  Now the teacher is addressing us, Oh seeker, you who are ardently 
devoted to the lotus feet of the teacher, Oh bhaktä, saàsäräd acirät bhava muktaù.  
Acirät is soon.  May you soon become free from saàsärä.  Here, in the last verse, 
having told us so many things, Çré Çaìkaräcärya wants to tell us of one more 
thing that we may want to do.  Everything else will follow from it.   

Ardent devotion to the teacher is the most important means  

What is that one most important means?  It is the ardent devotion to the 
lotus feet of the teacher.  He is suggesting that this is an outstanding means for 
the pursuit of knowledge, for becoming free from saàsära.  Why is this devotion 
to the teacher emphasized so much?   

Devotion to the teacher represents devotion to the scriptures 

Devotion to the teacher also includes devotion to what the teacher stands 
for.  I cannot be devoted to a teacher unless I am devoted to what the teacher 
stands for.  A teacher represents the scriptures.  He represents the tradition, he 
represents the knowledge.  In being devoted to him, there is devotion to the 
knowledge, devotion to the scriptures, devotion to the tradition, and devotion to 
God.  Devotion means love with respect and reverence.  It is a love in which 
there is reverence and surrender.  There are different kinds of love, but the love 
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between a teacher and student is altogether different.  There is a willing 
submission or willing surrender to the teacher out of a sense of reverence, and an 
implicit trust or faith in him.  All the scriptures declare this to be a very 
important means.   

ySy deve pra Éi´> ywa deve twa guraE,  

tSyEte kiwta ýwaR> àkazNte mhaTmn>.  

yasya deve parä bhaktiù yathä deve tathä gurau,  
tasyaite kathitä hyarthäù prakäçante mahätmanaù.  

In him who has total or supreme devotion for the Lord, and the same 
devotion for the teacher as in the Lord, in the mind of such a person will the 
words of the scriptures reveal their meaning [Çvetäçvataropaniñad, 6-23]. 

The same idea is presented in this verse and we are told, Oh seeker, you 
who are devoted to the lotus feet of the teacher, may you soon become free from 
saàsära.   

Sendriyamänasa niyamädevaà drakñyasi nija hådayasthaà devam.   Evam, in 
this manner.   Niyamä means control, of  the indriya and mänasa, the sense organs 
and the mind.  With the devotion to the teacher, the scriptures and the Lord, and 
with the sense organs and mind under control, meaning focused upon the self, 
drakñyasi nija hådayasthaà devam.  Drakñyasi, you will see.  What will you see?  
Devam, the Lord.  Who is the Lord?  That very self.  Where is he?  Nija 
hådayastham, in your own heart.  Thus, by a control of the mind along with the 
senses, and with a heart in which there is total devotion for the teacher and the 
Lord, you will see the Lord who is in your own heart.  Thus, you will soon 
become free from this saàsära.   

Nothing can be achieved without devotion 

This is the last verse and Çré Çaìkaräcärya gives us his blessing, “May you 
soon become free from saàsära!”  May you discover that devotion in your heart 
for the teacher, for the scriptures, for the Lord, and for the knowledge of the Self.   
Devotion is a very important thing to have.  Without devotion, nothing can be 
achieved.  Some people believe that there are different paths, that there is a path 
of devotion and a path of knowledge.  They believe that sages such as Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu followed the path of devotion, and wonder what path Çré 
Çaìkaräcärya is following.  Do you think he is not a devotee?  Çré Çaìkaräcärya 
who is the champion of knowledge is equally a devotee.  His devotion is evident 
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everywhere.  The devotion for the teachers, devotion for the scriptures, and 
devotion for the Lord is evident in everything that Çré Çaìkaräcärya writes.  
Therefore, whatever you are pursuing, the first requirement is that the heart 
must have devotion.   

Devotion arises as a result of the grace of the Lord 

Devotion comes as a result of the grace of the Lord.  We pray that we may 
have devotion.  That is what Tulsidas says when he addresses Lord Räma and 
says, nänya spraha nanya spraha raghupade hrdaye smadhiye.  He! Raghupathy!  
Hrdaye smadhiye, in my heart, nänya spraha, there is no other spraha, no other 
desire or craving.  In my heart I don’t have any desire other than this.  You know 
this well because bhavantar akhilad ätma, you are the self of all.  You are the 
witness of everything.  You know what there is in my heart, and I am telling you 
that in my heart, there is no spraha, or desire other than this.  What is the desire?  
Nirbhara bhakti, total devotion.  What I want is raghu pungava nänya spraha 
raghupataye hrdaye smadhiye bhaktim prayacha raghupungava nirbaramare.  Oh Lord 
Räma, please give me nirbharam bhakti, a fulfilling devotion.  Please give me total 
devotion in my heart.  Kämädhi doña rahitam .. mana summe.  Please make my mind 
free from the doñas of käma and krodha.  Please remove these evil enemies of 
devotion, and fill my heart completely with devotion.  That is all I desire.  I do 
not want anything else.   

Bhakti is the element that always goes along with the pursuit of 
knowledge, or the performing of an action.  It is the one common feature in all 
that we do to achieve our goal of self knowledge.  Here, Çré Çaìkaräcärya says, 
may you discover in your heart, a devotion for the teacher, and soon may you 
become free from saàsära.  Thus, we also pray that by his blessing, we discover 
the same emotion and also become free from saàsära1.   

 

                                                 
1  Transcribed and edited by Krishnakumar (KK) S. Davey and Jayshree Ramakrishnan. 


